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Danida / Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

3. Special funding pool to support 
innovative NGO efforts in the 
fight against HIV / AIDS 

Background

In 2004, the Danish government decided to earmark 
DKK 25 million annually over a period of four years 
to support new, innovative NGO initiatives targeting 
the HIV/AIDS pandemic. Funding has since been 
extended beyond 2008, and Danida will continue to 
provide DKK 25 million per year for this scheme. 

This scheme represents a significant funding 
opportunity for Danish NGOs and their local partners 
working in the field of population, SRHR and HIV/
AIDS in developing countries. It should be noted that 
in addition to this new funding pool, it is still possible 
to apply for funds for HIV/AIDS interventions under 
the other funding programmes.

Types of Grant

Funding of Danish NGO initiatives in developing 
countries in the field of HIV/AIDS.

Grant Size

No maximum grant size has been specified. 
However, Danida aims to support a wide variety of 
Danish NGOs from the total allocation of DKK 25 
million a year.

Own Contribution

Up to 100% of the project costs will be funded. Co-
financing with other donors or funds is possible.

Funding Priorities

The special HIV/AIDS pool aims to promote 
innovative, smaller-scale initiatives that offer 
promising results in the fight against HIV/AIDS. 
Applications should contain significant elements 
that are genuinely innovative in relation to the 
national and local context. Projects that are merely 
a continuation of existing activities will not be 
considered for funding from this scheme. Experience 
and lessons-learned from the implementation of 

these innovative activities should be reported and 
analyzed with the aim of developing new best-
practices in the fight against the pandemic. “Aidsnet”, 
the Danish HIV/AIDS network, is involved in the 
processing of experience from these projects and 
disseminates this information through its web site 
(www.aidsnet.dk).

The choice of focus areas for this scheme is 
linked to the priorities mentioned in Denmark’s 
HIV/AIDS programme of action, in particular the 
comparative advantages of NGOs. Emphasis will be 
placed on a coordination of efforts with all relevant 
local stakeholders, especially civil society, and 
governmental strategies, such as national HIV/AIDS 
plans. Applications should be drafted taking into 
account the financial resources and capacity of the 
local health sector, and all activities should make 
provisions for their long-term sustainability.

Apart from innovative HIV/AIDS prevention 
measures, proposals targeting new and promising 
methods of delivering HIV/AIDS treatments (e.g. ARV 
therapy) are particularly encouraged. Danida aims to 
support strategies that employ a broad approach to 
HIV/AIDS (i.e. not necessarily limited to the health 
sector), and which especially target vulnerable 
groups, such as women and children.

Grantmaking Criteria

Proposals must be in line with the principles laid 
down in the “Strategy for Danish Support to Civil 
Society in Developing Countries – including Co-
operation with the Danish NGOs” and “Denmark’s 
International Programme of Action against HIV/
AIDS”. Other relevant policies, such as the strategy 
for “Gender Equality in Danish Development Co-
operation” should also be taken into account when 
drafting the proposal.

Applications will be particularly appraised in 
regard to whether the proposed activities

are genuinely innovative
can contribute to building up knowledge and 
development of methodology
relate to national HIV/AIDS strategies, Danish 
sector policies, activities of other NGOs and 
networks
promise to be sustainable

Guidelines

The following guidelines have been published for 
this scheme in August 2006: “Implementation of 
a special funding pool to support innovative NGO 
efforts in the fight against HIV/AIDS – Guidelines”.
This document can be downloaded from Danida’s 










Publisher: German Foundation for World Population (DSW)

Denmark

  Danida / Ministry of Foreign Affairs · Special funding pool to support innovative NGO efforts in the fight against HIV / AIDS

web site: http://www.um.dk/da/menu/Udviklings 
politik/BistandIPraksis/NGO Samarbejde/St%C3% 
B8ttemuligheder/Hivaids ngopuljen/?wbc_
purpose=Bas

Project Duration

Not specified.

Deadline

February 1st and September 1st of each year.

Application Forms

Applications have to be submitted using the 
standard application format for NGO proposals 
for grants of more than DKK 3 million, which is 
available as template from the Danida web site: 
http://w w w.um.dk/da/menu/Udviklingspolitik/
BistandIPraksis/NGOSamarbejde/
 

Application and Procedures

All Danish NGOs which are eligible to apply for 
regular Danida grants can also apply for this scheme, 
including Framework Organisations.

Organisations should clearly state on the 
application form that they are applying for funds 
from the special HIV / AIDS pool, emphasizing the 
innovative elements of their proposal.

Language

Danish, English

Tips

Aidsnet, the Danish HIV/AIDS network, can 
provide more information to NGOs interested in 
applying for funds from this scheme. Civil society 
organisations from developing countries should also 
contact Aidsnet if they would like to propose innovative 
HIV / AIDS projects in which they could act as the 
local partner for a Danish NGO.

Contact:
Aidsnet
Rosenørns Allé 12, 1.   
DK-1634 Copenhagen V · Denmark
Phone: + 45 (33) 69 56 11 · Fax: + 45 (33) 93 10 09 
Internet: www.aidsnet.de

NAME OF GRANT PROGRAMME
Special funding pool to support innovative NGO 
efforts in the fight against HIV/AIDS

NAME 
Dansk International Udviklingssamarbejde, 
Udenrigsministeriet

NAME IN ENGLISH 
Agency for Danish International Development 
Assistance / Ministry of Foreign Affairs

ACRONYM
Danida

DEPARTMENT 
Humanitarian Assistance and NGO Co-operation

CONTACT
Phone: + 45 (33) 92 00 00 (please ask for a desk 
officer of the NGO Co-operation department)
Fax: + 45 (32) 54 05 33
E-mail: hum@um.dk

ADDRESS 
Danish Ministry for Foreign Affairs
Humanitarian Assistance and NGO Co-operation
Asiatisk Plads 2
DK-1448 Copenhagen K
Email: Denmark

COUNTRY INDEX

Programme Countries
Bangladesh
Benin
Bhutan
Bolivia
Burkina Faso
Egypt
Ghana
Kenya
Mozambique
Nepal
Nicaragua
Tanzania
Uganda
Vietnam
Zambia

OTHER COUNTRIES
Any


