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SRHR in the work of European development NGOs
 

While the engagement of European Non-Governmental Development Organisations (NGDOs) on SRHR 

has improved, some NGDOs pay little attention to SRHR issues and the relevant MDGs (MDG3, MDG4 

and MDG5). In the context of the EU’s new aid architecture, in which ODA funds to SRHR are being 

mainstreamed within larger development instruments and country-owned strategies, it is useful for 

NGDOs to take into account the significance of SRHR issues for poverty reduction within the scope of 

their activities. By reviewing European NGDOs networks’ programmes, policies and structures, this survey 

identifies existing weaknesses in regards to the integration of SRHR topics in a broader development 

discourse, and attempts to identify possible synergies, strategic alliances and future cooperation that 

could be beneficial towards mainstreaming the ICPD agenda.

Through a web-based desk review of CONCORD network members, we screened the respective 

programmes and policies of 20 European-wide networks as well as the membership of 24 national 

platforms, enabling us to draw a qualitative and quantitative snapshot of SRHR integration within the 

activities and functioning of European NGDOs.

European-wide Networks

Organisations with SRHR as a main focus of work Organisations with a distinct SRHR focus

IPPF Care
Plan

Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF)
International Rescue Committee (IRC)

Human Rights Watch (HRW)

Organisations adressing some aspects of SRHR Organisations not providing any  SRHR support

ActionAid
Caritas Europe

Oxfam
Save the Children

Solidar
Terre des Hommes

WIDE
World Vision

International Red Cross (IFRC)

AFRODEV
CBMI
CIDSE

Eurodad
Eurostep
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This analysis reveals that among the 20 selected European-wide networks, only 6 (30%) address the 

strengthening of SRHR as a distinct or main focus of their work. While 5 of the selected organisations do 

not integrate any aspect of SRHR within their development activities and poverty reduction strategies, the 

remaining 9 only deal with some aspects of SRHR issues, mainly HIV/AIDS and women’s empowerment.  

In regards to national platforms for NGDOs, 11 out of 24 (46%) fully involve SRHR-dedicated organisations 

as their member (the Slovenian platform only addresses SRHR through a specific working group), making 

it clear that SRHR is far from being considered a cross-cutting issue within the European Development 

NGO community.

CONCORD National Platforms

SRHR-organisation involved as plat-
form member

Cyprus
Finland
France

Germany
Hungary
Ireland

Italy 
Latvia

The Netherlands
Sweden

United Kingdom

Intermediary context Slovenia

No SRHR-organisation involved as 
platform member

Austria
Belgium

Czech Republic
Denmark
Estonia
Greece

Luxembourg
Malta

Poland
Portugal
Slovakia

Spain
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Philanthropic Giving to Population Assistance
 

A recent study by the European HIV/AIDS Funders Group found that total European philantropic spending 

towards HIV/AIDS reached $134 million in 2008, a decrease of $2.5 million over the previous year. Two 

thirds of expenditures is currently funding projects and programmes outside of Europe, among which the 

largest share (34%) is destined for Eastern and Southern Africa. HIV/AIDS research remains the greatest 

recipient sector of philantropic spending, while advocacy is among the least. Regardless of the economic 

and financial crisis, most organisations surveyed expect an increase in their HIV/AIDS-giving in 2009. 

Information on spending towards sexual and reproductive health or population assistance exclusive of 

HIV/AIDS is not available due to a continued lack of reliable data.

 
Top 15 European HIV/AIDS Funders, 2008

Source: European HIV/AIDS Funders Group, “European Philantropic Support to Address HIV/AIDS in 2008”, can be retrieved from 
the following website: http://www.efc.be/Networking/InterestGroupsAndFora/HivAids/Pages/Knowledgeresources.aspx

Expenditures (USD) Commitments (USD)

Wellcome Trust 31,381,001 30,195,374

Children’s Investment Fund 
Foundation

15,800,000 20,000,000

Sidaction 15,031,222 17,310,639

STOP AIDS NOW! 12,914,072 13,411,450

Elton John AIDS Foundation 10,486,872 13,234,180

Aids Fonds 7,510,175 7,851,614

Big Lottery Fund 7,463,337 n/a

FXB International (Fondation 
Francois-Xavier Bagnoud)

5,295,818 7,109,247

GlaxoSmithKline* 4,736,578 n/a

Bernard van Leer Foundation 3,526,127 2,640,305

Intesa Sanpaolo** 3,244,408 n/a

German Foundation for World 
Population (DSW)

2,873,887 3,402,430

Deutsche AIDS-Stiftung 2,567,232 2,942,660

Comic Relief 2,428,181 11,834,228

The Diana, Princess of Wales 
Memorial Fund

1,971,827 1,819,775
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This publication has been produced with the financial assistance of the European Union. The 
contents of this publication are the sole responsibility of the German Foundation for World 
Population (DSW) and the European Parliamentary Forum on Population and Development 
(EPF) and can in no way be taken to reflect the views of the European Union.
http://eu.europa.eu/europeaid/index_en.htm



The Euromapping 2009 report and related materials can be  
downloaded from the following websites: 
http://www.euroresources.org/euromapping

www.eurongos.org

www.iepfpd.org

www.dsw-online.de/en


